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Aesthetics: 

Attack the Block's aesthetic is characterised by its 

gritty urban setting, utilising a dark colour palette and 

low-key lighting to create a tense and atmospheric 

tone. Director Joe Cornish's visual style combines 

elements of sci-fi and horror, with innovative use of 

practical effects and dynamic camera work contributing 

to the film's distinctive look. 

Auteur: 

Joe Cornish's auteurship is evident throughout Attack 

the Block, with his creative vision shaping every aspect 

of the film's style and tone. Cornish's directorial control 

is evident in his bold storytelling choices and 

innovative visual techniques, establishing him as a 

visionary filmmaker in contemporary British cinema. 

Cinematography: 

The cinematography of Attack the Block is marked by 

its dynamic camera movements and immersive visual 

style. Cinematographer Tom Townend captures the 

frenetic energy of the film's action sequences with fluid 

tracking shots and dynamic framing, while the film's 

use of bold colours and dramatic lighting adds depth 

and intensity to each scene. 

Context: 

Set in a council estate in South London, Attack the 

Block explores themes of social inequality and urban 

decay against the backdrop of an alien invasion. The 

film's setting and socio-economic context play a crucial 

role in shaping the narrative, providing a rich and 

immersive backdrop for its exploration of youth culture 

and community solidarity. 

Generic Conventions: 

Attack the Block subverts traditional genre conventions 

with its unique blend of sci-fi, horror, and coming-of-

age elements. Director Joe Cornish combines 

elements of genre filmmaking with social commentary 

and character-driven storytelling, offering a fresh and 

innovative take on familiar tropes and themes. 

Diegetic Non-diegetic Sound: 

The sound design of Attack the Block is integral to its 

immersive storytelling experience, with a mix of 

diegetic and non-diegetic elements working together to 

enhance the film's atmosphere and emotional impact. 

Composer Steven Price's pulsating score 

complements the film's action sequences, while sound 

effects add realism and intensity to the alien 

encounters. 

Genre: 

Attack the Block defies easy categorisation, blending 

elements of sci-fi, horror, and urban drama to create a 

genre-defying cinematic experience. Director Joe 

Cornish's innovative approach to genre storytelling 

challenges audience expectations and offers a fresh 

perspective on familiar themes and conventions. 

Iconography: 

The iconography of Attack the Block is rooted in its 

exploration of urban youth culture and community 

identity, with recurring symbols and motifs that serve 

as visual metaphors for the characters' struggles and 

aspirations. From the hooded jackets worn by the 

protagonists to the neon-lit tower blocks of South 

London, these iconic images add depth and 

authenticity to the film's thematic resonance. 

Indie/Independent: 

As an independent production, Attack the Block 

embraces its creative freedom and artistic vision, 

eschewing mainstream conventions in favour of a 

more raw and authentic approach to storytelling. 

Director Joe Cornish's willingness to take risks and 

push boundaries reflects the spirit of independent 

filmmaking, resulting in a film that is as bold and 

uncompromising as it is entertaining. 

Key Lighting (High and Low): 

The lighting design of Attack the Block is carefully 

crafted to create mood and atmosphere, with a mix of 

high-key and low-key lighting techniques used to 

evoke different emotional states and visual effects. 

Low-key lighting is used to create tension and 

suspense during the film's darker moments, while 

high-key lighting adds clarity and visibility to the action 

sequences. 

Mainstream: 

While not a mainstream blockbuster, Attack the Block 

has garnered widespread critical acclaim and a 
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dedicated fanbase, cementing its status as a cult 

classic within the indie film community. Director Joe 

Cornish's bold storytelling and innovative visual style 

have helped to elevate the film above its peers, 

earning it a place in the pantheon of contemporary 

British cinema. 

Mise-en-scène: 

The mise-en-scène of Attack the Block is meticulously 

crafted, with every detail of its setting, costume, and 

props contributing to the film's overall aesthetic and 

thematic resonance. From the graffiti-covered walls of 

the council estate to the neon-lit streets of South 

London, each element of the film's visual design is 

imbued with meaning and significance, adding depth 

and texture to the storytelling experience. 

Motif: 

A dominant motif in Attack the Block is the theme of 

community solidarity and resistance, with recurring 

imagery and symbols that serve as visual metaphors 

for the characters' struggles and aspirations. From the 

alien invasion to the tower block setting, these motifs 

add depth and complexity to the film's thematic 

resonance, inviting viewers to reflect on issues of 

identity, belonging, and empowerment. 

Plot: 

The narrative of Attack the Block follows a group of 

teenagers as they defend their council estate from an 

alien invasion, exploring themes of heroism, friendship, 

and redemption along the way. Director Joe Cornish 

crafts a fast-paced and thrilling story that keeps 

audiences on the edge of their seats from start to 

finish, with unexpected twists and turns adding depth 

and complexity to the narrative. 

Representation: 

Attack the Block offers a nuanced portrayal of urban 

youth culture and community identity, challenging 

stereotypes and conventions with its authentic and 

empathetic depiction of its characters and their 

struggles. Director Joe Cornish takes care to represent 

a diverse range of experiences and perspectives, 

ensuring that each character feels fully realised and 

three-dimensional. 

Screenplay: 

The screenplay of Attack the Block, written by Joe 

Cornish, lays the foundation for its distinctive voice and 

narrative structure. Cornish's sharp wit and keen 

observational eye shine through in the film's dialogue 

and characterisation, creating a rich and immersive 

storytelling experience that captivates audiences from 

start to finish. 

Story: 

At its core, Attack the Block is a story of survival and 

resilience, exploring themes of courage, loyalty, and 

the power of community in the face of adversity. 

Director Joe Cornish infuses the film with heart, 

humour, and emotional depth, crafting a timeless tale 

of heroism and redemption that resonates with viewers 

of all ages and backgrounds. 

Shooting Script: 

The shooting script of Attack the Block, developed by 

Joe Cornish and his creative team, translates the 

screenplay into visual language, mapping out the film's 

visual style and narrative flow. Cornish's meticulous 

attention to detail and commitment to his artistic vision 

shine through in every scene, resulting in a film that is 

as visually stunning as it is emotionally resonant. 

Spectator: 

As individual members of the audience, viewers bring 

their own perspectives and experiences to their 

interpretation of Attack the Block, engaging with its 

themes and characters in unique and personal ways. 

Director Joe Cornish invites audiences to become 

active participants in the storytelling process, 

encouraging them to reflect on their own lives and 

experiences as they immerse themselves in the world 

of the film. 

 


